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SUBJECT: CODEL HOLDINGS 

1. FOLLOWING FOR YOUR INFORMATION IS THE WASHINGTON POST 
ARTICLE OF AUGUST 16 BY BILL MCALLISTER: 

QUOTE; SEN. SCOTT GOES TO S. AMERICA 2D TIME IN 36 DAYS 

SEN. WILLIAM L. SCOTT, THE CONTROVERSIAL VIRGINIA 
REPUBLICAN WHOSE OVERSEAS TRAVELS HAVE STIRRED CRITICISM IN 
THE STATE, RETURNED TO LATIN AMERICA YESTERDAY FOR HIS 
SECOND MULTINATION TOUR OF THE REGION IN 36 DAYS. 

SCOTT, WHO IS NOT SEEKING RE-ELECTION NEXT YEAR, WAS 
ONE OF TWO SENATORS TO SHOW UP AT ANDREWS AIR FORCE BASE 
FOR WHAT WAS ONCE PLANNED AS A 14-DAY, GOVERNMENT-PAID TRIP 
FOR 12 SENATORS AND THEIR WIVES TO COLOMBIA, ARGENTINA, 
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PERU, BRAZIL AND PANAMA. 

A SCOTT AIDE SAID YESTERDAY THE SENATOR DECIDED TO 
RETURN TO THE REGION "ESSENTIALLY TO GET ANSWERS TO FURTHER 
QUESTIONS" LEFT UNANSWERED BY HIS 10-DAY, THREE-NATION TRIP 
LAST MONTH. 

SEN. ERNEST F. HOLDINGS (D-S.C.) WAS THE ONLY OTHER 
SENATOR WHO LEET WITH SCOTT IN AN AIR FORCE JET THAT 
NORMALLY SEATS ABOUT 100 PASSENGERS. SENATE MAJORITY 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


LEADER ROBERT C. BYRD (D-W.VA.) PICKED HOLLINGS TO HEAD 
THE TRIP BECAUSE OF HIS ROLE AS CHAIRMAN OF A SUBCOMMITTEE 
THAT OVERSEES THE STATE DEPARTMENT'S BUDGET, HOLLINGS 
AIDES SAID. SEVERAL SENATE AIDES AND THREE ARMY ESCORTS, 
INCLUDING A PHYSICIAN, ALSO WENT ON THE TRIP. 

OTHER SENATORS INVITED FOR THE TRIP EITHER DECLINED 
INVITATIONS OR RACKED OUT FOR VARIOUS REASONS, ACCORDING 
TO A SPOKESWOMAN FOR HOLLINGS' WASHINGTON OFFICE. SEN. 

ADLAI E. STEVENSON (D-ILL.), WHO ONCE PLANNED TO MAKE THE 
TRIP, DROPPED IT BECAUSE HE "HAD BETTER THINGS TO OCCUPY 
HIS TIME," A STEVENSON SPOKESMAN SAID. 

DETAILS ABOUT THE EXPECTED COSTS OF THE TRIP WERE 
DIFFICULT TO OBTAIN YESTERDAY BECAUSE THE SENATE OFFICER 
WHO HANDLED THE TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS WENT ALONG AND BECAUSE 
THE MILITARY'S CONGRESSIONAL LIAISON OFFICE WAS SWAMPED 
WITH PLANS FOR NUMEROUS OVERSEAS TRAVEL REQUESTS DURING 
THE CURRENT CONGRESSIONAL RECESS. "THEY GOT SO MANY TRIPS 
GOING TODAY, THEY ARE CONFUSED," SAID ONE AIR FORCE 
OFFICER, BEGGING OFF A REQUEST FOR MORE DETAILS. 

THE TRIP, WHICH WILL TAKE SCOTT BACK TO TWO OF THE 
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SAME COUNTRIES HE VISITED LAST MONTH, IS ONE OF NUMEROUS 
CONGRESSIONAL "STUDY MISSIONS" THAT HOUSE AND SENATE 
MEMBERS ARE TAKING DURING THE AUGUST RECESS. A RECENT 
SURVEY BY UNITED PRESS INTERNATIONAL SHOWED THAT MORE THAN 
60 MEMBERS OF CONGRESS ARE TRAVELING TO 39 COUNTRIES AND 
ALASKA AND HAWAII DURING THE BREAK. 

THE SENATE HAS PROVIDED A $45,000 APPROPRIATION TO 
COVER THE SCOTT-HOLLINGS TRIP AND AN ARMY OFFICER IS TAKING 
$8,000 ALONG FROM A DEFENSE DEPARTMENT ACCOUNT TO COVER 
INCIDENTAL EXPENSES, AN ARMY OFFICIAL SAID YESTERDAY. 

SCOTT HAS VISITED 34 COUNTRIES DURING THE PAST FOUR 
YEARS, PROMPTING ONE MAJOR VIRGINIA NEWSPAPER TO DESCRIBE 
HIM AFTER LAST MONTH'S TRIP AS "A CANDIDATE FOR JUNKETEER 
OF THE YEAR." 

"IT MAY BE AN OPEN QUESTION WHETHER IT IS BETTER TO 

GET MR. SCOTT OUT OE THE COUNTRY OR KEEP HIM IN THE SENATE, " 

SAID AN EDITORIAL IN NORFOLK'S VIRGINIAN-PILOT. CITING A 
NEW TIMES MAGAZINE STORY THAT ONCE DESCRIBED SCOTT AS THE 
"DUMBEST"MEMBER OE THE SENATE, THE EDITORIAL ADDED, "BUT 
THE FREQUENCY OF TRAVEL WOULD SEEM TO PROVE ONE THING: 

THOSE WHO CALLED HIM THE 'DUMBEST' ON CAPITOL HILL WERE 
WRONG." 
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SCOTT REPEATEDLY HAS DEEENDED HIS OVERSEAS TRIPS AS 
WORTHWHILE. "I LEARNED A LOT ABOUT THE CANAL ... SAW 
SHIPS GOING BOTH WAYS ...," HE COMMENTED AFTER HIS PREVIOUS 
LATIN AMERICAN TRIP THAT HE SAID EOCUSED ON THE PANAMA 
CANAL. 

"THAT WAS A DEEENSE DEPARTMENT TRIP AND THIS IS A 
STATE DEPARTMENT TRIP," SCOTT ADMINISTRATIVE AIDE JACK 
WHITE SAID YESTERDAY. "THIS ONE WILL HAVE A DIEEERENT 
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EMPHASIS." 

BOTH SCOTT AND HOLDINGS AIDES SAID THE SENATORS WILL 
EACE A BUSY SCHEDULE ON THE TRIP, WHICH IS SCHEDULED TO 
END AUGUST 27 WITH A MEETING WITH THE PANAMANIAN LEADER, 
GEN. OMAR TORRIJOS. DURING SCOTT'S EARLIER VISIT, MANY OF 
PANAMA'S TOP FOREIGN MINISTRY OEEICIALS FAILED TO SHOW 
UP EOR A DINNER MEETING WITH HIM AND HE HAD TO CANCEL A 
TRIP TO BRAZIL WHEN THAT COUNTRY'S LEADERS TOLD THE U.S. 
EMBASSY THEY WOULD NOT BE AVAILABLE TO SEE SCOTT ON A 
WEEKEND WHEN HE WAS SCHEDULED TO BE THERE. 

THE 14-DAY TRIP BEGAN WITH THE SENATORS' ARRIVAL IN 
BOGOTA, COLUMBIA, AT MID-DAY YESTERDAY. SCOTT REIMBURSED 
THE GOVERNMENT $1,285 EOR HIS WIFE INEZ' AIR TRAVEL LAST 
MONTH AND WHITE SAID HE WAS CONEIDENT SCOTT WOULD PAY FOR 
HER AIREARE AGAIN THIS TRIP "IE IT'S PROPER. " HOLDINGS' 

STAEF SAID IT DID NOT KNOW WHO WOULD PAY MRS. HOLDINGS' 

COSTS. 

DESPITE THE CRITICAL NEWSPAPER COMMENTS ABOUT SCOTT'S 
LAST TRIP, WHITE SAID SCOTT ALSO RECEIVED "COMPLIMENTS 
FROM MANY COLLEAGUES" IN THE SENATE AETER HE REPORTED ON 
THE TRIP AUG. 5 IN A SENATE SPEECH. IN HIS REMARKS, 

SCOTT REAFEIRMED HIS STRONG OPPOSITION TO THE CARTER 
ADMINISTRATION'S PROPOSED REVISION OE THE PANAMA CANAL 
TREATY AND QUESTIONED WHETHER THE PANAMANIANS WOULD HAVE 
"THE NECESSARY SKILLS OR EXPERTISE TO OPERATE THE CANAL..." 

WHITE SAID SCOTT WILL PREPARE A SECOND REPORT AETER 
THIS TRIP, WHICH WAS APPROVED BY THE SENATE ON JULY 15 AT 
THE URGING OE BYRD. THE FUNDING RESOLUTION, WHICH WAS 
APPROVED WITHOUT DEBATE, CALLED EOR UP TO 12 SENATORS 
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PICKED BY BYRD AND SENATE MINORITY LEADER HOWARD BAKER 
(R. TENN.) TO VISIT SOUTH AMERICA "TO CONDUCT A STUDY ON 
UNITED STATES ECONOMIC AND SECURITY INTERESTS." 
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HAD RETURNED FROM THE AREA ON A TRIP ARRANGED BY THE ARMED 
SERVICES COMMITTEE, BYRD THEN SAID, "I AM CONVINCED THAT 
SUCH A STUDY IS LONG OVERDUE AND THAT NOW IS THE TIME TO 
DO IT." 

BAKER'S OEEICE COULD NOT BE REACHED YESTERDAY EOR 
COMMENT ON WHY SCOTT WAS CHOSEN EOR THE LATEST TRIP. NOR 
COULD AIDES TO TWO DEMOCRATS, SENS. LLOYD M. BENTSEN OE 
TEXAS AND HOWARD W. CANNON OF NEVADA, EXPLAIN WHY THOSE TWO 
BACKED OUT OE THE TRIP BEEORE BEING LISTED AS MEMBERS OF 
THE DELEGATION. 

ASKED IF POSSIBLE ADVERSE PUBLICITY ABOUT CONGRESSIONAL 
TRAVEL OVERSEAS EIGURED IN STEVENSON'S DECISION TO REMAIN 
IN WASHINGTON, HAROLD R. LEVY, A STEVENSON AIDE, SAID, "I 
THINK EVERYBODY'S AWARE OE THAT." STEVENSON HAD PLANNED 
TO DO SOME INTELLIGENCE SUBCOMMITTEE WORK "ON HIS OWN" 

DURING THE TRIP TO HELP JUSTIEY HIS TIME IN SOUTH AMERICA, 

LEVY SAID. 

IN ITS CONGRESSIONAL TRAVEL SURVEY UPI EOUND 49 HOUSE 
MEMBERS AND 15 SENATORS PLANNING TRIPS OUTSIDE THE 48 
CONTIGUOUS STATES, BUT SAID THE ACTUAL NUMBER TRAVELING 
COULD BE HIGHER BECAUSE COMMITTEE AIDES WERE RELUCTANT TO 
DISCUSS THE TRIPS. 

ALASKA IS THE MOST POPULAR DESTINATION THIS SUMMER, 

WITH 18 MEMBERS OE CONGRESS GOING THERE TO STUDY NATIONAL 
PARKS AND ONE TO STUDY THE NEW TRANS-ALASKAN OIL PIPELINE 
AND FISHING AROUND THE ALASKA COAST. 

PROBLEMS UNDER STUDY INCLUDE MAIL DELIVERY TO AMERI- 
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CAN MILITARY PERSONNEL STATIONED IN BAHRAIN, WHICH REP. 
EDWARD J. DERWINSKI (R. ILL.), IS LOOKING AT, AND PACKAGING 
OP HAZARDOUS MATERIALS, WHICH REP. BOB ECKARDT (D. TEX.) IS 
PLANNING TO EXAMINE IN SWITZERLAND, ACCORDING TO UPI. 

END QUOTE. VANCE 

UNCLASSIFIED 


« END OP DOCUMENT » 
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